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CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES
In today’s rapidly changing social, economic and policy environment, early childhood intervention
services must adapt and evolve. This presentation explores how ECI services might change to meet
these demands. It begins by briefly reviewing the key elements of current best practice in ECI
services before addressing five major challenges facing the ECI sector.
The first challenge is how to implement what we
already know about best practice. This will be
approached through an exploration of evidencebased practice, practice-based evidence, and the
key features of effective service provision. A
second challenge is how to embed relationshipbased practices in all aspects of ECI service
delivery, while a third concerns the increase in
families with complex problems and how we can
work with them effectively. A family-centred tool
for addressing family psychosocial concerns will
be described. The fourth challenge is how to take
full advantage of the learning and social
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opportunities provided by inclusion in
mainstream early childhood and community
settings. The final challenge to be considered is
the imminent roll-out of the National Disability
Insurance Scheme, in particular the adoption of a
market-based model of funding and service
provision.
While all five of these issues present challenges to
the ECI sector, the presentation will demonstrate
how they also represent opportunities for
improving ECI services and outcomes for children
and families.
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